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A Powwow party 



KRIS DUBt Fort Erie Times 


Jasmine Flagg shows of her aboriginal dancing skills at last Saturday's Rekindling Our Traditions mid-winter powwow at the Fort 
Erie Native Friendship Centre. This was the 17th year for the event. Go to page 3 to read more about it. 


Making 

history 

> War of 1812 
bicentennial 
committee needs 
more support 
from community 
Kris Dube 
The Times 

The War of 1812 
Bicentennial Celebrations 
are well underway, and the 
Fort Erie planning commit¬ 
tee is preparing for a very 
exciting and event-filled 
2012. 

Project Coordinator John 
Johnston met with the Times 
this week to highlight some 
of the upcoming events that 
will be part of the lengthy 
historic celebration. 

The biggest event happen¬ 
ing in Fort Erie this year will 
be the Grande Military 
Parade, taking place on June 
23. There will be over 50 mili¬ 
tary marching bands, includ¬ 
ing the Central Band of the 
Canadian Armed Forces, 
along with many others from 
across North America and 
the U.K. Following the parade 
will be a Military Tattoo held 
at Old Fort Erie, and the night 
will end with a fireworks dis¬ 
play. 

See Page 2 


Cjrier f'K'oJ’/tS'/ 


TUESDAYS at Williams Family Centre 
April 3 rd , 10 th , 17 th , 24th 722 Ridge Road N, Ridgeway 
and May 1 st • 7® # -8 3#pm led by Leonard J. Chester, B.A., M. Div. 


This is a small group designed to help people in the grieving process 
though education, empathy and encouragement. Each session will 
include time for discussion with people who understand. 

Evert/ones VVelahw 

A Community Event Sponsored by 


For further information 
or to register please call 

905-894-1161 
or 905-871-2702 






































BOOK DEPOT 
RETAIL STORE 

340 Welland Ave., 

St. Catharines 

905 - 641-4581 


Go to our facebook page for more details 

www.facebook.com/BookDepotRetailStore 

Win a Free Box of Books 

www.bookdepotboxsale.com 
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The Box Sale will be 
held in the back 
warehouse. 

We supply the box. 


Grand Parade going to 
be a'major community 
event 1 


From Page 1 

The only funding that has been solidi¬ 
fied at this point is $200,000 from the 
Town of Fort Erie, approved in the bud¬ 
get process earlier this year, and some 
other small sponsorships and govern- 

Hoping more money is filtered 
through from both the federal and pro¬ 
vincial governments, Johnston says the 
show must go on, and would like to 
extend an invitation to the people of the 
region to enter a float or display in the 


America in 2012. 

In August, the bicentennial commit¬ 
tee will also present another theatre 
production at the Old Fort Erie Welcome 
Centre. 

This will be a follow-up to the Lion 
and the Eagle, which was performed 
during the month of January as the offi¬ 
cial launch of Fort Erie’s 1812 bicenten¬ 
nial celebrations. 

Selling out all eight of its performanc¬ 
es, Johnston said the play was a huge 
success, and wishes more people in the 
community were given the chance to 
experience it. 


parade. Johnston did say that the committee 

"This is going to be a major commu- was a litde disappointed in the lack of 
nity event and there is room for more interest and participation from schools 
participation," said Johnston. Entry in the area. 

forms for floats and displays can be Wliile some have been great support- 

found on the Bicentennial’s website at ers and have shown a definite interest in 
www.forteriel812.ca. being involved, others appear to not see 

the significance of this once in a lifetime 
m m celebration. 

Mm Mm “This is the biggest national historical 

event since Centennial Year” said 
Johnston. “We would hope the schools 
see this as an opportunity and partici- 

Slowly there seems to be more inter¬ 
est as the events begin to unfold, includ¬ 
ing on Facebook and Twitter where 
people are beginning to provide com¬ 
ments and ask questions about upcom- 
With June right around the comer, ing events, 
there is a lot of planning that still needs "A lot of people are becoming inter- 

to be done, but things are looking pretty ested,” he said. 

good. The next event is a Canada versus U.S. 

"We still have time, but time is pass- hockey game on April 7 at the 
ing," said Johnston, who also anticipates Leisureplex. 

the grand parade to be the biggest War The game starts at 7pm, and tickets 
ofl812bicentennialeventheldinNorth are available at the door, $8 for adults 
and $5 for kids. To 


We still have time, but 
time is passing.” 


—John Johnston 


OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY & SUNDAY 2-4PM 



help show 
Canadian spirit, 
kids under 12 
dressedin Canadian 
apparel get in free. 

Anyone who 
would like to volun¬ 
teer or provide 
assistance in any 
way can visit www. 
forteriel812.ca to 
locate contact infor¬ 
mation. A full list of 
events are also on 
the website. 
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Mid Winter Powwow celebrates native culture 

Kris Dube 

The Times 

The was plenty of culture 
in the air at last Saturday's 
mid-winter powwow. 

Held annually for the last 
17 years at the Fort Erie 
Native Friendship Centre 
(FENFC), the event brings 
out several people and fam¬ 
ilies from the local aborigi¬ 
nal community, along with 
others who are interested in 
learning more about the 
traditions of the people near 

Powwow chair Audra 
Maloney estimates about 
350 people attended the 
event, despite the entire 
town being out of power 
due to high winds last 
Saturday. 

Fortunately, hydro was 
restored to the FENFC on 
Buffalo Road about a half 
hour before the spiritual 
event was about to start. 

Local dignitaries such as 
mayor Doug Martin and 
Niagara Falls member of 
provincial parliament Kim 
Craitor could be found 
walking in the grand entry, 
the most sacred portion of a 
powwow. They were also 
joined by representatives 
from the Niagara Regional 
Police. 

This was followed by the 
flag song and a veteran's 
song, to honour those who 
have fought in past con¬ 
flicts. 

Maloney says the annual 
powwow is always a great 
way to showcase to Greater 
Fort Erie what aboriginal 
culture is all about. 

"It's a moment where we 
are able to reach out to the 
community and extend 
friendship," she said. 

The powwow is not just an 
event for people of native 
background to congregate... 
it's a time for everyone from 
all walks of life to come 
under one roof and enjoy 
drum groups and traditional 

"We hope our culture can 
touch and enrich everyone's 
lives like it does for us," said 
Maloney. 




KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times KRIS DUBt Fort Erie Times 

Fort Erie's 'native princess' Shannon Cotter dancing during last Niagara Regional Police acting deputy chief Carl Scott is presented with a bouquet of flowers 
Saturday's mid-winterpowwowatthe Fort Erie Native Friendship „n behalf of chief Wendy Southall who was unable to make the event because of health 
Centre. issues. The Friendship Centre's Jackie LaBonte presented the flowers to Scott. 


mao/cuts - 


OME DINE 


THUS 


Every day our pizza is made from 
scratch using the highest quality, 
farm fresh ingredients. 


224 Garrison Road Mini Mall 

905-871-1167 

Visit us at 

www.barrelpizza.ca 
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SARAH FERGUSON Fort Erie Times 

Ridgeway Reads Literary Festival organizer Mary Friesen is hoping to draw a crowd to Ridgeway for the three-day event in June 
to listen to authors speak, participate in workshops and storytelling. There are a number of authors expected to attend with 
more to be announced. 


OPEN TUESDAY - FRIDAY FOR LUNCH 11:00 A.M. - 2:30 P.M. 

Stop in and enjoy one of Chef John's A ffc q c 


ALL NEW - ALL YOU CAN EAT 
SUNDAY BREAKFAST BRUNCH 7 V 

10:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

h favourite items such as made to order 
omelets, French toast, sausage, bacon, home 
fries, cold cereal, pastries, crepes, yogurt and 
granola, Roast Pork Loin, * ^ — 

baked beans, along with , S'1 #93 

. "4f 



coffee and juice. 


OPEN FOR DINNER 

FRIDAY and SATURDAY 4-9 P.M. |ISMU| 

Complimentary Hors d’Oeuvres Served T | J | ■ggTjjj 

Friday Evenings from U 

£n/orf a/ leisure^ ZuncA/ or diwier in/ cp 
<juiefralmo8ftAere'(Mt/i/wJbafioramioiMeur/ 

700 Gilmore Road, Fort Erie 
905-871-2400 • Toll Free: 1-888-235-7772 

info@bridgewatercountryclub.com • www.bridgewatercountryclub.con 



Literary Festival 
coming to 
Ridgeway 

Sarah Ferguson 

The Times 

The Ridgeway Reads Everybody likes 


Literary Festival is on the 
way for authors, storytellers 
and reading fanatics. 

“It’s going to be pretty 
intense," says Mary Friesen, 
event organizer. 

The literary festival runs 
from June 1-3 and it features 
a number of events at 
Friesen’s new book store 
Lakeside Books and Art on 
Ridge Road North set to 
open April 2. 

The idea to organize the 
literary festival came to 
Friesen because of her pas¬ 
sion for history. When she 
first learned about a book 
written by Ryerson profes¬ 
sor Peter Vronsky about the 
Battle of Ridgeway, Friesen 
contacted Vronsky and 
asked if he would like to 
speak in Ridgeway on June 2 
—the anniversary of the bat¬ 
tle. 

“I received a response and 
he told me he thought it was 
a great idea. The festival 
exploded out of that one 
idea and soon it multiplied 
to include everything from 
fiction, non-fiction, to poet¬ 
ry and story-telling.” 

Vronksy will hold the con¬ 
ference about the battle at 
the Sanctuary Centre for the 
Arts from 1 to 4 p.m. on June 
2 . 

Other writers expected to 
attend the festival include 
William Thomas, Cathy 
Marie Buchanan, Charles 


stories and 
everybody likes to 
be entertained.” 

—Mary Friesen 

Foran, Douglas Gibson, 
Katherine Govier, Liz 
Primeau, Erno Rossi, Olive 
Senior, Brad Smith, Debra 
Usher, Andrew Westoll, 
Richard B, Wright and oth- 

The festival will also be 
holding a book fair book fair 
at the Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 230 on the same day 
from 9 a.m. until 6 p.m. 

Friesen encourages local 
and self-published authors 
to contact her to be a part of 
the book fair. 

“I’m inviting people who 
are self-publishers to pro¬ 
mote their works at the book 
fair.” 

There will be lectures, 
readings, and workshops for 
both adults and children, 
says Friesen, adding, wheth¬ 
er people love reading poet¬ 
ry, fiction, or non-fiction, 
there’s something for every- 

“Everybody likes stories 
and everybody likes to be 
entertained.” 


See Page 8 


Investors 
Group ™ 


SOLUTIONS BUILT 
AROUND YOU ™ 

INVESTORS GROUP 
FINANCIAL SERVICES INC. 

> MANAGING INVESTMENTS>CASH MANAGEMENT , 

> RETIREMENT PLANNING >ESTATE PLANNING 

> TAX PLANNING >BROKERAGE SERVICES § 

> MORTGAGES >PENSION ANALYSIS 

> INSURANCE ^-SEVERANCES 


ES 
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Manager of Salvation 
Army leaving position 


> Donna 

Paterson said 
good bye to 
staff and 

volunteers on Friday 
afternoon 


The Times 

With a mixture of sadness 
and excitement, Donna 
Paterson walked into her 
office one final time on 

The manager of Fort Erie's 
Salvation Army retired from 
her position to spend more 
time with her family and to 
take on new challenges. 

Since she began working 
at the Salvation Army in 
2010, Paterson says she has 
seen a lot of growth in the 
organization with the addi¬ 
tion of the Mobile Outreach 
Truck, the community gar¬ 
den, the toy lending library 
and cooking classes held at 
both Fort Erie Secondary 
School and the Salvation 

All of these new additions 
couldn't have been done 
without the support of the 
community, Paterson 
explains. 

"The services we've pro¬ 
vided have been possible 
because of support provid¬ 
ed by the business and the 
corporate community.” 

When she began working 
for the organization, 
Paterson says she had one 
goal in mind on her first day 
of work—to make the 
Salvation Army a vital part 
of the community. 

“When I first arrived, 
many people thought the 
Salvation Army wasn't open 
anymore." Paterson explains 
many people in the 


thought the organi¬ 
zation wasn't oper¬ 
ating because the 
church that previ¬ 
ously used the 
building had closed 
down and people 
thought it was an 
empty building. 

After a renova¬ 
tion and develop¬ 
ing strong relation- 
ships with other 
organizations with¬ 


in the community, includ¬ 
ing Bridges Community 
Health Centre, Paterson 
says everything changed. 

She says many social ser¬ 
vice organizations work 
with the Salvation Army to 
help the people who need it 
the most. 

"I wanted it to be a place 
where people felt comfort¬ 
able coming to. I wanted to 
change the perception of 
the Salvation Army and I 
wanted to turn it around." 

Paterson says she learned 
a very important skill that 
will last a lifetime—how to 
be a bargain shopper. 

"Every week I look 
through the flyers to find 
sales and I use the dona¬ 
tions to purchase the items 
that aren't normally donat¬ 
ed.” 

Paterson says she appre¬ 
ciated each person who 
brought in a donation of 
groceries to the food bank 
and those who dropped off 
money or gift cards so she 
could purchase essentials 
such as tuna, cereal, peanut 
butter and juice. 

"Those are the kinds of 
things that aren't normally 
donated that people need." 

The retired manager says 
she will never forget the 
kindness of Fort Erie's citi¬ 
zens and how blessed she 
has been to work with won¬ 
derful people. 

There have been many 
stressful moments when 
Paterson says she wondered 
how the empty food bank 
would be filled. 

“There were some days 
where I prayed all the way 
to work and someone 
always seemed to answer 
that prayer by making a 
donation and we always 
managed to have enough 
food in the food bank for 


SARAH FERGUSON Fort Erie Times 
ed on Friday at the Fort Erie 


Paterson was amazed 
again this past Christmas 
when she thought the orga- 

get when purchasing gro¬ 
ceries for the food bank. 

“When we added up the 
donations from the kettles 
there was just enough to 
cover all of our costs." 

During her last week of 
work, Paterson says she was 
kept busy with a broken 
fence, thermostat and a 

Despite the struggles she 
faced during her time work¬ 
ing for the community, 
Paterson says she will miss 
the people she sees every 
day. 

She adds that the new 
manager, and the staff at 
the Salvation Army will 
carry on and make the orga¬ 
nization grow. 

“I can leave knowing all 
of these people will contin¬ 
ue all their good work.” 


■tfackShaws 

IreenAcresService 

f Serving Greater Fort Erie Since 1969! 


NOW FULLY 
OPEN! 


Convenience Store 
& JavaStop Coffee 

Auto Repairs and 
Service as usual 


*25 


„ 905-894-9041 

OUR BRING A 

FRIEND REBATE 


MARCH BREAK CLASSES: TUESDAY, MARCH 13 th 
TO FRIDAY, MARCH 16™, 2012 































6 Fort Erie Times • Saturday, March 10,2012 


opmon page 


Fort Erie Times www.forterietimes.com 

450 Garrison Road • Unit 1 Fort Erie, Ontario L2A1N2 • 905-871-3100 • Fax 905—871 — 
TIM DUNDAS, Publisher 905-357-2440 ext. 304 

KRIS DUBE, Editor 905-871-3100 ext. 207 

MYRA ROBERTSON, Sales Manager 905-871-3100 ext. 202 


our editorial 

Congratulations to hockey teams 
for having the right attitude 


Minor sports are an opportunity for 
our local youth to learn about sporsts- 
manship, working alongside other indi¬ 
viduals and respecting their coaches... 
who should be seen as authority figures 
other than their own parents. 

It's a very important part of growing 
up, for children who end up starting 
their life out with an interest in figure 
skating, hockey, baseball, soccer... the 
list goes on. 

This week, you will read in our sports 
section about three different minor 
hockey teams who have had great sea- 

We interviewed both novice teams... 
one that has already won a provincial 
championship and another that is in the 
middle of a close series that will resume 
on Mar. 24 at the Leisureplex. 

Talking to some of these young ath¬ 
letes was a great experience and defi¬ 
nitely had us smiling on our way out of 
the arena. 

It is so great to see young kids who are 
getting a taste of success and hopefully 
this continues for all of them throughout 


their entire life. 

The best part is that they all appear to 
have a great attitude. 

Most of the seven and eight year old 
players attributed their successful sea¬ 
sons to the dedication and approach 
taken by their coaches. 

When kids this age can direct praise 
and accolades to someone else like their 
coaches and other teammates instead of 
themselves....it means one thing. 

They are being raised properly and 
will most likely many great things ahead 
of them in their work careers, or even in 
sports. 

The Times would like to congratulate 
all the coaches involved in minor sports 
and especially the players for a great 
season and we wish them all the luck in 
the future. 

As the hockey season closes, we look 
forward to covering other youth sports 
in the Spring and Summer. 

So, coaches-.please don't hesitate to 
contact us. 

-Kris Dubd 



Do You Remember? 


An anonymous caller 
told us that last week's 
photo was of the consumer 
travel centre that used to be 
in the mall on Garrison 
Road. 

We know that the lady 
on the left is Bev Wurzer, 


but would still like to know 
the names of the other two. 

The photo was taken in 
March 1981. 

This week's photo cap¬ 
tures the intensity of high 
school basketball playoffs. 
The jerseys say "Ridgeway" 


and "Pelham". 

Do you remember this 
exciting series or maybe 
you were one of the play¬ 
ers? If so, please call the 
museum at 894-5322 or 
e-mail museum@forterie. 


International Women's Day is an important day to celebrate 

_^_ sometimes it can be abso- challenges. The world was was never limited and I It’s a frightening thought These wome 



sometimes it can be abso¬ 
lutely awful. 

I wouldn’t change being 
a woman for anything. 

Each year around the 
world, International 
Women’s Day is celebrated 
on March 8 and thousands 
of events are held for 


It’s hard 
what it feels like to be a 
woman but I can tell you 
it’s a mixture of things 
—it’s wonderful, it’s fan¬ 
tastic, it’s frustrating and 


It’s a day that has been 
celebrated since the early 
1900s, during a time of 
economic growth and 


changing and there 
great civil unrest and 
debate occurring amongst 
women. 

When I was much 
younger, I never fully 
understood why it was 
important for a day to exist 
that celebrates women. 

Growing up, I was 
always taught by my par¬ 
ents that I could do any¬ 
thing I wanted to do in life 
if I just worked hard for it. 

My access to education 


told because i 
was a girl I didn’t have any 

I’m equal. 

But that isn’t the case 
for many women living in 
developing countries 
around the world. 

There are still places 
where women don’t have 
equal rights, they don’t 
have access to education 
and they are told to obey 
their fathers and hus- 


to think there are still many 
women in this day and age 
who still don’t even have 
the right to vote. 

Because of the women’s 
suffrage movement that 
unfolded in the early 1900s 
and is continuing today, I 
have the same freedoms as 
rights as men living in 
Canada. 

These are rights and 
freedoms that thousands 
of women fought for before 


women should 
be applauded for their 
efforts and every March, 
these women are hon¬ 
oured for their efforts. 

There is still a long way 
to go and a lot of changes 
to be made, especially for 
the women living in coun¬ 
tries where these same 
rights and freedoms exist. 

If you would like to leave 
me feedback, call me at 
(905) 871-3100 ext. 208 or 
send me an email at sfer- 
guson@forterietimes.com. 
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opinion page 


Information about race tracks is 
misleading 



Dear Editor, 

I’ve worked with thor¬ 
oughbred race horses for 
31 years. I started working 
in the racing industry 1981 
and I have worked as a hot 
walker, groomer, exercise 
rider, jockey and am pres¬ 
ently training horses. 

I would like you to 
understand how much the 
Drummond Report pro¬ 
posals will affect our 
industry and so many oth¬ 
ers not only in our com¬ 
munity, but all over 
Ontario. 

I can't believe our gov¬ 
ernment is proposing to 
take 20 per cent of OLG 
revenue the racing indus¬ 
try receives. 

Mr. McGuinty calling the 
20 per cent the racing 
industry receives a "subsi¬ 
dy” is misleading. 

This is making the pub¬ 
lic believe we're taking 



choice, without knowing 
the facts, it does sound 
logical to choose health 

What's really happening 
is the racing industry is on 
a revenue sharing program 
with the OLG. 

This is an agreement 
made in 1998 when the 
OLG decided it could use 
the already existing 
licensed race tracks. 

The race tracks let them 
use their facilities knowing 
they would loose some of 
their revenue to the slots 
but would be getting 20 
per cent in compensation, 
and it was a win-win situa- 

Now, the the govern¬ 
ment would have the rac¬ 
ing industry turfed from 
their own houses, then 
plunder the industry’s 
share of a mutually agreed 
on program that has bene¬ 
fited both parties. 

I think the public isn't 
being told the scope of 
how many people will be 


affected. 

The people at the track 
are just the tip of the ice¬ 
berg. 

The breeders, the farm¬ 
ers, the feed people, the 
tack stores, it goes on and 
on. This isn’t even includ¬ 
ing the businesses in the 
communities; the restau¬ 
rants, motels, the gas sta¬ 
tions, grocery stores, etc. 
Even my hair dresser said 
to me, “ I don’t know what 
I would do without the 
racetrack business”. 

This is a bad idea, the 
“fall out” would be devas¬ 
tating. It might take the 
government a couple of 
years to realize it, but it 
will happen. I think this 
would put the majority of 
the people in The Town of 
Fort Erie where I live, on 
welfare. I’m sure many 
other communities will be 
in the same position. 
Without the tourism of the 
race track, what else do we 
have? There will be noth¬ 
ing left here but a retire¬ 


ment community with no 

For the Government to 
scapegoat the Racing 
Industry for leading to 
Ontario’s fiscal situation is 


just not fair and I think it is 
time that you looked at the 
real culprits for the spiral¬ 
ing deficits that have been 
run up. I know our govern¬ 
ment has to make some 


tough choices, but this is 
the wrong one. 

Maree Richards 
Fort Erie 


Football league should consider changing its schedule, says reader 


Dear Editor, 

I went with my niece reg¬ 
ister my her son for peewee 
football. 

I was happy to be able to 
see him play in a sport which 
teaches teamwork, plenty of 
action and lots of fun. 

I was looking forward to 
attending his games and 
cheering him and his team 
on and take him to them as 
my niece does not have 
transportation. 

I'm a pastor of a small 


church in Fort Erie and I 
know of others too from our 
congregation or related fam¬ 
ily members who may be 
considering to sign their kids 
up for football also. 

But what I was not pre¬ 
pared for and was shocked 
to learn, that every one of 
the NRMFA Games were 
scheduled to be played at 11 
a.m. each Sunday morning. 

I couldn't believe it. How 
many churches of all back¬ 
grounds are there in the 
Niagara region? How many 


children between the ages of 
nine to 12 go to Church and 
or Sunday School each 
Sunday morning? 

Those of my grown up 
children which formerly 
played sports before in the 
Niagara region, never had to 
play a whole schedule based 
on Sunday mornings. 

Maybe the odd game had 
to be but not the whole 
schedule. 

It seems whoever is guid¬ 
ing the thinking at NRMFA is 
not caring at all about com¬ 


peting with and robbing 
from young children's 
chance to have any atten¬ 
dance with their family in 
their home church. 

There is no choice. Either 
it is football or church, there 
is no alternative. 

This is an example how¬ 
ever of the day in which we 
live, where there is little 
respect for faith of any kind 
or respect for the family unit 
that puts faith as a priority. 

I hope the NRMFA and 
others like them would 


reconsider the hard choices 
they are forcing on families 
of faith who attend church 
every Sunday morning. 

I for one, can’t and will not 
be able to travel with my 
nephew to his football game, 
and even if I were not a 
Pastor, I would not and could 
not forsake my Sunday 
morning time on a continual 
basis, just so a football game 
could be played. 

There are priorities higher 
in life than the game. 

I hope in the interests of 


parents, families and out of 
respect for that one litde two 
hour slot every Sunday 
morning, that football 
coaches, referees and man¬ 
agers will reconsider their 

Sincerely yours, a football 
and hockey player in my 
youth, who never had to 
choose between church and 
the game. 


James Eagles 
Fort Erie 


Annual Meeting 

2 0 11 


Fort Erie Community Credit Union Limited cordially invites you to attend 
our Annual General Meeting to be held Tuesday, March 20 th 2012. 
Meeting commences at 7:00 PM at Bridgewater Golf & Country Club. 

Members are encouraged to come out and enjoy the camaraderie, refreshments and a chance to win 
one of numerous door prizes to be given away throughout the evening. 


FORT ERIE union 

www.forteriecu.com 


201 Jarvis Street 1201 Garrison Road 
905-871-1552 905-994-1201 
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St. Patrick's Day fundraiser planned to benefit literary festival 


From Page 4 


The organizer says she is 
hoping the event will be an 
extension of the Canadian 
Authors Reading Series held 
every year at the Roselawn 


Centre in Port Colborne and 
draw tourism to the commu¬ 
nity. 

“This literary festival will 
become an annual event 
and I’m hoping that it brings 
more and more people to 
Ridgeway.” 


Friesen says there are 
many free events but there 
are also ticketed events and 
anyone who is interested in 
attending should purchase 
their tickets now. 

A St. Patrick's Day inspired 
fundraiser for the literary 


festival is scheduled for 
March 17. 

Wearin' of the Green will 
be hosted at the Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch 
230 from noon until 3:30. 

Tickets are $16.50 per per- 


A dinner of corned beef 
and cabbage or ham and 
cheese quiche with greens 
will be served with Irish 
whiskey cake for dessert. 

Those who attend will also 
be treated to a viewing of a 
funny Irish comedy—Wak¬ 


ing Ned Devine. 

For more information 
about the literary festival 
and a list of events and 
authors who will attend visit 
www.ridgewayreads.com or 
contact Friesen at 905-356- 
8417. 


The Town of Fort Erie _ 

ForpCrie 


1 Municipal Centre Drive, Fort Erie, ON, L2A 2S6 

(905)871-1600 • Fax (905) 871-4022 • www.forterie.on.ca 
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE INFORMATION 905-871-1600 
RADIO EMERGENCY INFORMATION 91.7 FM -105.7 FM - 610 AM 


ONTARIO 


Our Focus: Your Future 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


EMPLOYMENT 


0 ) “FORT ERIE FIRE COMPANY #2 

presents the 4th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Breakfast 

Sunday, March 18th from 8am to 11am., at fire Station #2,207 Jarvis st. Enjoy a 
hearty plate of eggs, sausage, pancakes and coffee, tea or juice for just $5.00! 
Thanks for supporting your local firefighters.” 


( 2) FREE TOTS STICK AND PUCK 

(ages 6 and under) 

Tuesday March 13 1 pm to 2:30pm 
Thursday March 15 1pm to 2:30pm 

Rules 

• A parent (adult 18yrs+) is required to be on the ice with their children 

• Maximum of three (3) children per adult 

• Parents (adults) are responsible to supervise their children 

• Full equipment is mandatory for children, and adults are required to wei 
helmet, gloves and skates. 

• Slap Shots are not permitted 

• Organized games or practices are NOT permitted 

• Maximum 40 people on the ice at one time 


EMPLOYMENT 


(D 


LOOKING FOR SUMMER WORK? 


The Corporation is now accepting applications for summer student employ¬ 
ment opportunities in parks/cemeteries; facilities; roads; horticulture; museums 
and engineering. Schedules may include Saturday and Sunday. Some positions 
require a valid, Class G drivers’ license. Further details are available at www.town. 
forterie.ca. Go to “Town Hall”, scroll down and click on “Employment 
Opportunities”. 

Returning students MUST apply. Application forms are available on-line and at 
Town Hall. The deadline for receiving applications is 5:00 p.m. FRIDAY 
MARCH 23, 2012. 


(2) FORT ERIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Children’s and Teen Librarian 

The Fort Erie Public Library Board seeks a full time public library professional to 
coordinate and implement educational and recreational children’s and teen pro¬ 
grams; and collection development of children’s and teens materials. 

Minimum Educational/Experience Required: 

• Master of Library and Information Science degree from an accredited 
university 

• Two - three years related professional library and children’s and teens 


• Sound knowledge of collection analysis, collection development and 
collection management of children’s and teens reading and informational 
materials 

• Valid Driver’s License is required 

Duties/Responsibilities Include: 

• Plan, develop, promote and implement children’s and teen information and 
programming service for multiple locations 

• Advise and assist library users in the selection of and access to services 
and collections 

• Purchases and monitors budget for children’s and teen materials and 

• Regularly performs information desk duties and circulation desk duty as 
needed 

Offers of employment will be conditional on the successful candidate providing 

at their own expense, a satisfactory criminal reference check prior to commenc¬ 
ing employment. 

Further details available on the Library’s Website: www.forterie.library.on.ca 

DEADLINE DATE: FRIDAY, MARCH 30, 2012 AT 5:00 P.M. 

Email resume to: Maria Brigantino, Business Administrator email address: 

mbrigantino@forterie.library.on.ca 































Saturday, March 10,2012 • Fort Erie Times 9 


Woman convicted 
after stealing 
from local senior 


Victim wants to 
warn other 
men his age 
about dangers 
of making friends 
with wrong people 

Kris Dube 

The Times 

Gerald Christie wants 
other men his age to be 
careful when they acquaint 
themselves with other 
people. 

The 79-year-old resi¬ 
dent, who is considered 
legally blind, befriended a 
woman by the name of 
Sandra Stickle about two 
years ago while he was liv¬ 
ing in an apartment com¬ 
plex on Albany Street. 

They became close and 
Christie was even kind 
enough to let her borrow 
his van whenever she 
needed it for errands or 
shopping. 

This continued for a 
while, even when he re¬ 
located to Residence on 
Garrison, a local retire¬ 
ment community. 

It felt like a normal 
friendship and everything 
was fine, until his daugh¬ 
ter who lives in Nova 
Scotia noticed something 
suspicious with his bank 
account, since she is the 
executor to his estate. 

The amount of money in 
the account was signifi¬ 
cantly less than what it 
should have been and she 
immediately got on the 
phone to call her father. 

This was the result of 
Stickle stealing his debit 
card and spending over 
$8,800 in the month of 
January 2011. 

"She called me and told 


me someone is syphoning 
all the money from my 
account," said Christie 

kk 

I told her to get 
out and never 
come back.” 

— Gerald Christie 


when he met with the 
Times this week. 

Christie put the pieces 
together and realized it 
was the woman he thought 
was his friend that was 
stealing thousands of dol¬ 
lars from him. 

"I told her to get out and 
never come back," said 
Christie when asked about 
the moment he first saw 
her after realizing she 
wasn't really a true friend. 

This week, Stickle plead 
guilty to theft over $5,000 
and was sentenced to six 
months in custody. 
Following her time in pris¬ 
on, she will be on proba¬ 
tion for two years. 

The conviction also 
stems from another inci¬ 
dent in which she has 
been charged from. 

"It's tied to another case 
as well," said Paul Spiridi 
from the Niagara Regional 
Police's central fraud unit. 

Christie hopes Stickle's 
imprisonment will be a 
valuable lesson for her 
and turn her life around... 
but he isn't optimistic that 
it will. 

"She's a bad brute and 
there is nothing she won't 
stoop to," he said. 



yourTE 


centre 


fort erie's computer serwoce centre 


DANGEROUS NOISE 
FROM TOYS 

Parents should inspect their children’s toys for their potential t 


You're the Chef 


KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 

Fort Erie Elementary School students Nazrin Aliyeva, left, Staina Exeme, Christina Joseph, Victor Medina and Roderk 
Frederic have been learning about the importance of healthy foods, with the You're the Chef program, a weekly ser¬ 
vice provided by the local Salvation Army. On Tuesday, students created veggie pitas and a blueberry grunt. Any local 
schools looking to welcome this program are encouraged to contact the local Salvation Army. 


Three HearAgainTM Clinics to Serve You: 
Niagara Falls 905-354-2757 
St. Catharines 905-684-0100 
F°rt Erie 905-871-4242 


1247 Garrison Rd WWW. csniagara .com 
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“Canada’s Oldest Toyota Dealership 
Family Owned & Operated Since 1958” 

925 GARRISON ROAD., FORT ERIE 
PHONE: 905-871-7417 

®i TOYOT ^ A 2008, 2009, 

pinnacle award 9nin 

for excellence in customer satisfaction ® V# »wl T 


tovota. 

It’s kind of a 
big deal. 



Save up to 

$ 4,000 

Cash Incentives* 


Save up to Save up to Save up to Save up to 

$3,000 $3,000 $5,000 $3,000 




Bil Did you know that Toyota haa the most fuel-effir 




KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 

Last week, representatives from local non-profit agencies held their quarterly meeting while 
riding the inter-municipal transit system, boarding at Wal- Mart. 


A meeting on the move 


Sarah Ferguson 

The Times 

Every three months, 
members of various social 
service agencies within the 
Niagara region meet to share 
information and swap 

When the social service 
agencies met on Feb. 29, the 
meeting was conducted as 
usual. Except, the annual 
meeting was held in a differ¬ 
ent location. 

On a cold and rainy day, 
14 people representing nine 
social service agencies, 
including the Fort Erie 
Salvation Army, Women’s 
Addiction Recovery 
Mediation (WARM) and 
Bridges Community Health 
Centre (BCHC), boarded 
the bus in the Wal-Mart 
parking lot. 

As the bus made its way to 


its stop in Niagara Falls and 
returned to Fort Erie, the 
representatives from the 
social service agencies con¬ 
ducted their meeting. 

Carol Stewart-Kirkby, 
executive director of the 
United Way, was one of 
those people who attended. 

She says the ultimate goal 
of the meeting was to expe¬ 
rience the regional transit 
service that serves many of 
the same people who use 
services offered by BCHC, 
WARM and the Salvation 
Army and the other agen¬ 
cies that attended. 

“As people in the social 
service industry we wanted 
to experience the transit 
services ourselves." 

Kirkby says many people 
who come from low-income 
families or people who don’t 
have access to their own 
vehicles rely on the transit 
service to allow them to seek 


opportunities for employ¬ 
ment elsewhere in the 
region or access to medical 

The idea to conduct the 
meeting on the bus was 
inspired by a presentation 
about regional transit held 
during a November meeting 
about regional transit, says 
Kirkby. 

"From speaking with staff 
on the ground in the com¬ 
munity, we’ve learned there 
is a gap in services in the 
community and transporta¬ 
tion is consistently contin¬ 
ues to be at the top of that 
list.” 

Kirkby explains February 
meeting was also meant to 
raise awareness about the 
importance of having this 
service in the community. 

In September, the Town of 
Fort Erie, in conjunction 
with the Niagara Regional 
Transit began providing a 
year-round service running 
from Monday to Saturday 
from Fort Erie to Niagara 
Falls to help travelers access 
other municipalities such as 
Niagara Falls, St. Catharines 
and Welland. 

“If it’s not getting used 
during it’s three-year trial, 
we could lose it.” 

After the meeting, the 
representatives who attend¬ 
ed the meeting also provid¬ 
ed feed back about the ser¬ 
vice to the region, says 
Kirkby. 

"I think we experienced a 
service that was punctual. 
The ride was exactly what 
we thought it would be.” 


Connie s Cakes 

3 Wednesdays 
in March 

starting March 14 
Time: 

7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Place Fort Erie 
Conservation Club 
2555 Ott Rd. 

Stevensville 

If interested call Connie 905-382-3695 or E-Mail to 
dallas_star1@hotmail.com 

(MSSfMiCEBLWSQilZBfflE} 


Classes 



Learn how to not 
have crumbs on 
cake when icing 
Make perfect Roses 
Make a variety 
of Flowers 
Different borders 
and many other 
helpful idea's. 
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Women involved 
with toddler's death 
appear in court 


More than two weeks 
will be set aside in a St. 
Catharines courthouse 
this fall for the prelimi¬ 
nary hearing of a woman 
charged with second- 
degree murder in connec¬ 
tion with the death of Fort 
Erie toddler Marissa 
Whalen. 

Rainbow Hill, 28, 
appeared in St. Catharines 
court on Wednesday. 

Defence counsel Bobbie 
Walker told Judge 
Raymond Harris her client 
will return to court March 
22 at which time a series 
of dates will be confirmed 
for the preliminary hear¬ 
ing. 

The court has tentative¬ 
ly reserved Oct. 23 
to Nov. 16 for the 
hearing. 

Hill, wearing a 
dark green sweat 
shirt and pants, 
did not speak dur¬ 
ing the brief court 
appearance. 

Also making a 
court appearance 
on Wednesday was 
Whalen, the 23- 
year-old mother of 
the two-year-old 
toddler. She is 
charged with sec¬ 
ond-degree mur¬ 
der and indignity 

remains. 

Whalen, wearing 
a matching green 
sweat suit, agreed 
to adjourn her 
matter until 
Thursday. 

Defence counsel 
Geoff Hadfield 
told court he will 
be seeking a 
date at that time 
for a bail review. 


Both women remain 
custody at the Vanier 
Centre for Women in 
Milton. 

Hill's sister, Amanda 
Dipota, 30, was released 
from custody on $15,000 
bail in January. 

The Niagara Falls 
woman is charged with 
accessory after the fact 
and indignity to human 
remains. 

She also appeared in 
court Wednesday and 
agreed to have her m 
postponed until March 
22 . 

Marissa's body was 
covered In the Six Nations 
community of Ohsweken, 
near Brantford, on Oct. 
16. She had been reported 
missing from her Fort Erie 
home Oct. 8, but hadn' 
been seen since July. 


Still no decision on Friends of 
Crystal Beach bingo license 


fo^eriepublidibrary 

centennial • crystal ridge • stevensvle 

EVENTS FOR ADULTS @ YOUR LIBRARY 

MARCH-APRIL 2012 

ST. PATRICK’S CELEBRATION 


DAY, MARCH 15,7 PM, STB/ENSVH.LE. $5. 

SMOKING CESSATION 
iabit with Rhonda Ration of Bridges Comr 
ESDAY, MARCH 28,7 PM. CRYSTAL RIDGE. 
ANOTHER BORING INSECT 

id what we can do to prevent the spread of this 
A joint presentation of the Library and the Bert Miller Nature Club. 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11,7 PM, CENTENNIAL. FREE. 

AN EVENING WITH LAURA SECORD 



Any decision 
Friends of Crystal Beach's 
bingo license will not come 
until March 19 at the earliest. 

On Monday night, follow¬ 
ing the council-in¬ 
committee meet¬ 
ing, councillors 
deliberated in 
closed session 
about the local 
group and its eligi¬ 
bility to maintain its 
license, after it was 
revoked last year 
due to political con¬ 
tent related to the 
Bay Beach condo 
issue being posted 
on its website. 

After careful 
deliberations, the 
Gaming Appeals 
Committee has 
determined to 
request council to 
request the Alcohol 
and Gaming 
Commission of 
Ontario (AGCO) to 
conduct an eligibil¬ 


ity review of the Friends of The request from the item for consideration. 

Crystal Beach on the matters Gaming Appeals Committee Council also heard a legal 

raised in this review and in will be included on the opinion from the Town solic- 

particular, the issue of engag- Council Agenda of March itor on the matter, in closed 

ing in political activities. 19th, 2012 as a New Business session. 


1 

SUPERMARKET o 

LIQUORS M i 

ll Sum “ Pa 1 

i - 

1 Fashion Outlet 1 

1 Ma " 1 nsri j 




8438 Niagara Falls Blvd. 

(at Military) Mil-Pine Plaza, Niagara Falls, N.Y. 

Toll Free: 1-800-526-2025 


1 (M.I.R.-mail-in rebate) 


Prices in effect Sunday ; March 4 th to Saturday March 17 th 


MINI SALE 

BACARDI 0AKHEART SPICED, BIRD DOG WHISKEY, BLACK VELVET 
RESERVE, JIM BEAM, RED STAG, MERRY’S IRISH CREAM, 

NEW AMSTERDAM GIN OR ZWACK 


M 


RODELL VSOP 
BRANDY 


KRU VODKA IN 
REUSABLE 
STEEL CONTAINER~750 mi 


$ 12 " 


CANADIAN 

CLUB 1.75 Itr 6YR $16” 
10f R RESERVE $17" 


CAMUS COGNAC 
GIFTSET 750 mi vs $17" 
vsop $24" 


JAMESON IRISH 
WHISKEY 


MOUNT GAY 
ECLIPSE RUM $J|99 


URSOS 80° OR |qq 
BLUE "1,75,1 
RASPBERRY VODKA 


TEQUILA ROSE 
GIFTSET 


MALIBU COCONUT 
RUM LIMITED 
EDITION 


CASA NOBLE 

CRYSTAL 

TEQUILA 


* 25 * 


ZAYA12YR 

RUM 


mm Cd aQQ 

MOCHA I]!™ 

PEPPERMINT %mi 


BACARDI SILVER* M 
GIFT SET WITH *\P 
FOOTBALL GLASS 7somi 


WHITE NIGHTS 
VODKA 


KETEL ONE VODKA 
GIFT SETS 


SEX 80° 
VODKA 




HAND PICKED BOURBON SALE 

BUFFALO TRACE *20" RIDGEMOUNT1792 

EVEN WILLIAMS *21" OR 


$22.99 


„ *24" ELIJAH CRAIG ibyr $36.99 
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KRIS DUB£ Fort Erie Times 

Ridgeway-Crystal Beach High School's cast and crew of its drama production 'Rhinocerous,' which has advanced to the regional level of the Sears Drama Festival. Many cast members and the 
school's drama teacher say the group wouldn't be as successful as it has been if they didn't get along so well. 



Three Distinct Campuses 
On Outstanding School 

Choose the school that gives your child the best chance to get 
ahead. That’s what you’ll get at South Buffalo Catholic Schools. 
Diocesan elementary school students score as much as 35% higher 
on language arts and 22% higher on math than their public school 
peers, while 98% continue on to College! Find out for yourself.... 


JOIN US AT OUR OPEN HOUSES 

• Trinity Open House, Wednesday March 14th, 6:30pm - 8:30pm 

• Notre Dame Open House is Thursday March 22nd, 6:30pm - 8:30pm 


For a private tour please 
e-mailedbednarz@southbuffalocatholic.com 
ALL ARE WELCOME. FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT, 
WWW.SOUTHBUFFALOCATHOLIC.COM 


Find us on 

Facebook 


FORT ERIE CONSERVATION CLUB 

2555 Ott Road, Stevensville 


St. Patrick’s 1 

CORNED BEEF 

& 

CABBAGE DINNER 



fp Saturday, March 17th, 2012* 

. Time: 4:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

* 


High school 
cast onto the 
next stage 

Kris Dubd 

The Times 

The drama club at Ridgeway-Crystal 
Beach High School (RCBHS) Is getting 
ready to move onto the next stage... liter¬ 
ally. 

Last week, the cast and crew of the 
local high school's production of 
'Rhinocerous,' a play originally written 
by Eugene Ionesco, won the district 
competition for the Sears Drama Festival 
and are now getting ready to perform at 
the regional level in Chatham at the end 
of April. 

The play is set during the Second 
World War and is what drama teacher 
Jack Wieler referred to as an absurdist 
drama. 

See Page 13 
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Play's theme focuses on 
conformity and mass 
movements during war 


From Page 12 


kk 


Itislooselybasedaroundhistoricevents, .... . . 

such as the rise ofthe Nazi party... but also It S D66D 0rQcH1IZ6Q 
has its fair share of fiction as many charac¬ 
ters eventually transform into beasts. 

He said the play touches on conformity 
and how many smart and hard working 
people were forced to adhere to mass 
movements like fascism during that part 
of history. 

"It's about any sort of mass movement 
that gains momentum," he said. 

Wieler also feels the premise of the play 
will also instill something within the cast 
and crew, to think about the importance of 


chaos, but it has also 
been an amazing 
experience and I 
wouldn't change it for 
the world.” 

—Calvin Miller 


"It's a way for students to 
tag and delving into the idea of conform!- . “■ ° een ur ^ ,lzeu caaos ! ° ul 11 ™ 

tv" said Wieler ^ been 311 amazm g expenence and I 

tv. said wieler wouldn't change it for the world," said 


"It's been organized chaos, but it has 

ty," said Wieler 

In the last six years, the drama club at 
RCBHS has advanced past the district 
level five times and last year even earned 

Wieler says the group he has to woric 


with this yeai; is even more enthusiastic 
about their production than in the past, 
which to him is a very good sign. 


Secondary school drama groups must 
first enter one of approximately 24 District 
Festivals held in various areas of the prov- 


"They have a certtanrcolleg^ty that I've 


nev^seenbefore," said Wider firai proceed to the regional level is deter- 

JE£$‘g3£ a *'**’ a ’~ ntoidbvasetformu^ 


Cast member Ayla Fyke is anxious to 


mined by a set formula. 

District finalists are then invited to one 
of six Regional Festivals, each running 


of her friends that 
are a part of the 
show. 

"I'm looking for¬ 
ward to all the fun 
we're going to have. 
We all work together 
so well," she said. 

Emma Cuneo has 
been involved with 
the drama program 
for the last four years 
and never before has 
she been a part of a 
group that gels 
together so nicely, 
she said. 

"I don't think 
we've ever had a 
group this close 
before," said Cuneo. 

Calvin Miller 
admits the school's 
rendition of the clas¬ 
sic play has been a 
challenge putting 



Health Care Training Program - PSW f 

Information Sessions 

10 month programs (Sept to June) 

nr - 


Lifetime Learning Centre 

535 Lake Street, St.Catharines 

Day Program 

Wednesday 
Mar 21, Apr 11, May 2 
1:00 p.m. 

Port Colborne High School 

211 Elgin Street, Port Colborne 

Day Program - Room 314 

Wednesday 
Mar 21, Apr 11, May 2 
1:00 p.m. 

Oakwood Park Lodge 

6747 Oakwood Drive, Niagara Falls 
Eve & Wknd Program - Garden Rm 

Saturday 
Mar 24, Apr 14, May 5 
1:00 p.m. 

[5) * Alternative, Adult, & Community Education 

KM ||1| district 905-687-7000 

EbI llll oh H N°°S A B °A ARD psw@dsbn.org 



We invite you to 
experience NC for yourself. 

Apply today for September 2012 




;ara 
ege 
Canada 


APPLIED DREAMS. 


Niagara College offers more than 100 diploma, bachelor degree and advanced 
level programs providing real-world experience and hands-on skills. Broad range 
of study areas include food and wine sciences, advanced technology, arts and 
media, business, hospitality, applied health and community studies. 


I have 

RmI 


Niagara 

College 

Canada 


NiagaraCollege.ca 
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New record deal has band's front man looking far into the future 




BY APPOINTMENT 


Banking can be this comfortable 


, £ fWW 

yT Garden City Really Inc., Brokers 

J 905-641-1110 

Rocky Newton Christine Gazzola 


and many others. 

Another group signed to 
the same label is Dinosaur 
Bones, who Sosomi says has 
been getting plenty of atten¬ 
tion. 

"They're a great label and 
they work really hard for their 
artists," said Sostomi. 

"It's the perfect place for us 
to be," he added. 

The Great Bloomers just 
completed the eastern leg of 
a Canadian tour, before play¬ 
ing in London, ON and an 
event for Dine Alone Records 
during Canadian Music Week 
in Toronto. 

Following those shows, 
they will head west playing 
several cities along the way 
with label mates Yukon 
Blonde and Library Voices. 

It's been three years since 


the most recent recording 
from Sostomi and company, 
and the Fort Erie native says 
listeners will be pleased with 
what they have created 
since... with four new mem- 

"I feel we've come a long 
way since the last record," he 
said. 

A 7-inch vinyl record will 
give fans a sneak peek at two 
songs that will appear on the 
band's nest full-length 
album, expected to be 
released later this year. 

Sostomi says both tracks 
illustrate both ends of the 
spectrum, when it comes to 
the new material. 

"It gives you a peak into the 
valley of the record. It's a 


Find out how to take advantage of new 
flexible mortgage features today. 

We know how important managing your mortgage is. 
We also know how important it is to live life to the 
fullest. That’s why a TD mortgage offers a range of 
flexible features that helps you balance both. 

Take our Payment Vacation. With it, you arrange to 
pre-pay a little more each month and work towards 
the opportunity to take time away from your mortgage 
payments when it benefits you the most. 1 Staying at 
home with a new baby, finishing that degree, taking a 
sabbatical or something else entirely - the choice is yours. 


Kris Dube 

The Times 

A Toronto-based band 
with everlasting ties to Fort 
Erie continues to make waves 


in the Canadian music 

The Great Bloomers were 
formed by Lowell Sostomi 
and Nathan Hindle about 
four years ago, after both of 
them moved from the small 


town to live in the big city. 

After a long Canadian tour, 
promoting the group's frill- 
length album 'Speak of 
Trouble,' Hindle amicably 
split to focus more on his 
own career outside of music. 


kk 

They're a great 
label and they 
work really hard 
for their artists.” 


TD Canada Trust 


Since then, Sostomi has 
remained the band's primary 
songwriter and front man. 
Last week, he and his 


Dine Alone Records, a 
Toronto-based label that 
supports many popular art¬ 
ists like Alexisonfire, Tokyo 
Police Club, Library Voices 


Lowell Sostomi, back right, and his band Great Bloomers just recently signed a deal with Dine Alone 
Records, a label based out of Toronto that has many popular acts on its roster. 


Pay a little more towards your 
mortgage each month 
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Browsing some items 


KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 

Local resident Sue Puhakka browses some items at last Saturday's garage sale 
inside Fort Erie Fire Department station no. 2 on Jarvis Street. It was consid¬ 
ered Fort Erie's 'largest indoor garage sale.' 


You've seen the awsrd-winning television drama, and now 
it's your turn to investigate up to three crime scenes, 
collect b process the evidence and solve the crime! 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
10am-4pm 

Timed entry; 

subject to availability / 

Located just minutes from 
the Peace Bridge and 
Walden Galleria Mall \ 

MORE INFO AT 
WWW.SCIENCEBUFFJORG 

Buffalo Museum of Science 
1020 Humboldt Pkwy, Buffalo 
Ph: 716.B96.5200 
Toll Free: 8BB.291.6B60 


CANADIAN 
SPECIAL 

MON, MARCH 12 - FRI, MARCH 16 
Save $3 per person in your party by 
presenting your Canadian ID 

t (i.e. Driver's License or Passport) 
at the BMS Admissions Desk. 

Cannot be combined with other offers. 
Only valid on full price, non-member 
Imission to CSI exhibit. Discount 
taken in US dollars. 


THE EXPERIENCE® 


GET A CLUE. SOLVE THE CRIME. 


Home destroyed in Ridgeway 


At about 6:30 a.m. on Friday, the Fort Erie Fire Department was called to a 
blaze on Stonemill Road in Ridgeway. The two-storey single-family home was 
completely engulfed in flames when firefighters arrived on scene. Read more at 
www.forterietimes.com 
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Head Injury Association hosting charity hockey game 


Everyone loves a good old 
fashioned hockey game, espe¬ 
cially when it benefits a local 
charity. 

On Friday Mar. 23, the Head 
Injury Association of Fort Erie 
(HIAFE) will host its tenth annual 
Mayor's Cup Hockey game at the 
Leisureplex. 

Fans will see a game between a 
team put in by the Town of Fort 
Erie and a squad made up of sev¬ 
eral Fort Erie Meteors alumni. 

The game hits the ice at 4 p.m. 


followed by a dinner at the 
Leisureplex banquet hall that will 
feature music by Steve Burnside 
and the Marquis at 6 p.m. 

A silent auction will start much 
earlier in the day at noon. 

"It’s one of our biggest fund¬ 
raisers," said Donna Summerville 
from the HIAFE, who hopes the 
community will attend for a low 
price of only $20. 

In other news at the local agen¬ 
cy, a mini grant from the Niagara 
Community Foundation of $500 


has been put to use its headquar¬ 
ters on the Niagara Parkway. 

The money was used to pur¬ 
chase a variety of cooking tools 
that can be used with ease by 
individuals with limited mobili¬ 
ty- 

They are used during the cook¬ 
ing skills program, which is 
offered two days a week by the 
agency. 

"They're really helpful and it 
keeps everyone interested in the 
program," said Summerville. 



427 GARRISON ROAD 
FORT ERIE 


905-871-1180 

www.littlecaesars.ca 




Tickets for a good meal 


SARAH FERGGUS0N Fort Erie Times 

John Gilmour, Dan McDermott, Bill Chipp and Larry Mathewson of the Fort 
Erie Underwater Recovery Unit purchased 20 tickets for their annual pasta 
night at the Italio Canadian Club on March 22 and gave them to Barbara 
Volzke of Community Outreach Program Erie (COPE) to offer a free meal to 
people who use COPE's Services. 


Celebrating women 


SARAH FERGUSON Fort Erie Times 

Tina Smith, Bonnie Morden and Sondra Barrett, of Big Brothers Big Sisters, 
attended the Fort Erie Chamber of Commerce's 7th annual networking lun¬ 
cheon to celebrate International Women's Day. Read all about it in next 
week's issue. 
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Meteors swept by Canucks 


Cam McLean might have led the 
Greater Ontario Junior Hockey League 
in total points accumulated during the 
regular season, but he knows playoff 
hockey is a whole other can of worms. 

“Playoff hockey is a complete turn¬ 
around with teams trying to key in on 
me because of the season I had," 
McLean said after the Niagara Falls 
Canucks completed a four-game sweep 
with a 3-2 victory over the Fort Erie 
Meteors in Golden Horseshoe 
Conference playoff action Wednesday 
night at the Fort Erie Leisureplex. “That 
is when we look for our second and 
third lines to step up, and my line plays 
a shutdown role and gets the other 
team’s good lines off their game.” 

In 51 regular season games, the 21- 
year-old McLean scored 29 goals and 
added 73 assists as he averaged two 
points per game. But in four playoff 
games, he has just two goal and two 
assists. 

“Literally, there is a guy following me 
every second and everywhere I go,” he 
said. “Even if I take a penalty, the oppo¬ 
nent will take one too. If you look at my 
statistics during the season, I will do 
anything to help the team win and do 
anything defensively." 


As the team captain of the defending 
Golden Horseshoe Conference cham¬ 
pions, McLean knows that it will not be 
his 6-foot-2, 180-pound frame and 
scoring touch that helps the team, but 
it is his veteran leadership that will lead 
to another championship. 

"Leadership is very important, espe¬ 
cially since we’ve already been to the 
Sutherland Cup last year," he said. “If I 
knew last year what I know now, we 
would have done better. Being able to 
talk to the guys, setde them down 
before the game, have little talks and 
meetings is what I do differently this 

During the game, the Meteors almost 
took the lead when Kyle Robinson 
forced Canucks goaltender Cody Vinnai 
to make a big save with his left pad. It 
was the Canucks who opened the scor¬ 
ing with 8:25 left in the first period 
when Drew Berkel made a nifty pass to 
Grant McLean in the centre slot and he 
snapped a quick shot past Meteors 
goaltender Matt Stuart. 


See Page 23 


Congratulations 
Niagara Residents 

It's been one year since changes were made 
to your curbside collection services. 

The results show a significant 
improvement: 


Recycling is up 13 per cent 
Garbage is down 13 per cent 



Thank you for your efforts. 
Keep up the great work! 



Rethink 


WSste 



Niagara ^f$M§ Region 


KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 

Fort Erie Meteors goaltender Matt Stuart keeps his eye on the puck during the first 
period of Wednesday's season-ending loss to the Niagara Falls Canucks. 


www.niagararegion.ca 
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Major Novice team in the hunt for provincial title 


Kris Dube 

The Times 

The Fort Erie Major Novice 
'A' Travel team is also hoping 
to make some local history 
by the end of the month. 

The local minor hockey 
team, comprised of players 
that are all eight-years-old, is 
in the middle of a provincial 
showdown with Erie North 
Shore, a team from the 
Windsor area. 

To say the series has been 
close leading up until this 
point, would be a severe 
understatement as both 
games already played have 
resulted in a tied final score, 
with overtime in each match 
proving nothing. 

The series is won by the 
team who reaches six points 
first and currently both sit 
with one a piece. 

The regular season was 
nearly perfect for the young 
hockey unit, finishing with a 
record of 22-2-1. 

One of the team's coaches, 
Mike Mehlenbacher, says 


since his team is a group of 
great friends who all enjoy 
each others' company, filling 
up the win column is a lot 

"They've gotten along 
great all year," he said. 

Skill and determination 
are also factors for the team, 
according to the coach... as 
they play every game as hard 
as they can and make respon¬ 
sible decisions on the ice 
with passing and staying out 
of the penalty box. 

"They play the best they 
can, every game," said 
Mehlenbacher. 

Like any team at all levels 
of competition, there will 
always be players who stand 
out more than others. But 
Mehlenbacher says the 
coaching staff makes an 
effort to build the team's 
style of play around the 
entire roster and not just a 
select few goal scorers. 

"We do have a couple stars 
but it's a team effort. 
Everybody has played a role 
in getting us here," he said. 

Team member Blake Hall 


says an all around team 
effort is what has made the 
season so memorable for he 
and his teammates so far. 

"We're playing as a team, 
skating hard and back- 
checking really good," said 
Hall. 

Blake Train agreed, saying 
that there isn't one player 
that stands out more than 

"We're doing a lot of good 
work together and not doing 
things individually. That's 
how we win a lot of games," 
said Train. 

Owen Kelley said what the 
team learns in practice and 
through talks with the 
coaches, is what he applies 
to his style of game on the 

"We're not turning our 
back on our coaches," said 
Kelley. 


See Page 23 



KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 

Players from the Fort Erie Jr. Meteors Novice 'A' team at practice on Tuesday, getting ready for 
game three of the Ontario Minor Hockey Championships, to be played on Mar. 24 at the 
Leisureplex. 



If you need hearing aids, come to ListenUP! Canada first ! 

■/ For a limited time, choose from specially priced, brand ■/ Hearing aids come with our exclusive Don’t Worry, Be Happy 

name hearing aids starting as low as $495. Guarantee™, which includes 3 years of batteries and services. 


S No matter where you bought your hearing aids, join 
our Battery Club and get 3 months of batteries for 
FREE! Ongoing, they cost just $1.99 a pack! 


■S With over 100 locations across Ontario, doctors refer more patients 
to ListenUP! Canada than anywhere else in the province. 

See clinic for details. 


Brad is our Hearing Professional serving 
clients in Fort Erie. Call for an appointment to 
meet him and our Fort Erie staff. They can answer 
your questions and you will understand why so 
many choose ListenUP! Canada first . 

Brad Walker 

Hearing Instrument Specialist 



GRAND OPENING 
SPECIAL 

Hearing aids for as low as 

$495 



ListenUP! Canada - Now Open in Fort Erie 

168 Garrison Road, Suite 1 | Tel: 905-991 -0647 


Now over 100 locations across Ontario! 

Toll-free 310-2244 | www.ListenUPcanada.com 


0 ListenUP! 

Your hearing aid experts for life™ 
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Novice AE team takes OMHA Championship at home 


Kris Dube 

Editor 

The Fort Erie Jr. Meteors 
Novice AE team is the best 
in its class across the prov- 

Last Friday, the local 
squad took a best of seven 
series in six games against 
the Grimsby Peach Kings. 

kk 

We improved all 
year and we have 
such great 
coaches.” 


—Alex Gill 


This back and forth series 
featured two teams that were 
evenly matched all season, 
seeing each team winning 
both of their home games 
and the final game of the 
regular season deciding 
home ice advantage in the 
playoffs with Grimsby ahead 
in the standings by a single 
point. The two teams fitting¬ 
ly tied that final game, mean¬ 
ing that Grimsby would have 
home ice advantage in the 
playoffs. 

Netminder Richie Young 
was cool and collective when 
he spoke with the Times this 
week. When asked if he felt 
like he was under a lot of 
pressure, he shrugged it off 
as simply an aspect of the 
game someone in his posi¬ 
tion has to be ready for. 

"Maybe in the last game 


there was some pressure," 

Alex Gill, who scored the 
series winner says he and 
his teammates would not be 
where they are today, cele¬ 
brating such a victory, if it 
wasn't for the parents who 
take the time out of their 
busy schedules to help them 
build skills. 

"We improved all year and 
we have such great coaches," 
said Gill. 

Christian Swayze said the 
moment he realized his 
team had taken the series 
was something he will 
remember for the rest of his 
sports career, especially his 
initial reaction when then 
the third period of the last 
game came to an end. 

"I Just celebrated," said 

His teammate Ethan 
Teasdale had a similar reac¬ 
tion. 

"I just kept screaming 'we 
win! We win!;" 

Johnathon Foster said he 
was inspired by one of his 
coaches telling him early in 
the series, that their team 
was the first in Fort Erie nov¬ 
ice AE group to make it this 
far, in four years. 

"That really gave me a 
boost," said Foster. 

Game one of the best of 
seven series took place in 
Grimsby on February 13. 
Fort Erie looked hesitant 
and nervous in a game that 
stayed true to the pattern of 
the regular season in which 
the home team dominated 
the play, defeating the 
Meteors 4-0. 

Game two would see the 
teams back in Fort Erie four 
days later. Despite an early 


penalty shot goal against, 
netminder Richie Young was 
on the top of his game mak¬ 
ing 32 saves frustrating the 
talented Grimsby shooters. 
Fort Erie's big three of Kyle 
Adamo, Tyler Isherwood 
and Ethan Maloney stepped 
up their game and each 
recorded 3 points in a 4-2 
Meteors win, tying up the 
series at one game each. 

Game three was back in 
Grimsby after the Meteors 
competed in the President's 
Day Tournament at Niagara 
University. The coaches 


were worried that the team 
would be tired after three 
games on the weekend, 
however the kids responded 
with their best all-around 
game of the entire year. The 
local team took the game 4- 
0. 

Game six back in Fort Erie 
brought out a large and 
energetic crowd. The build¬ 
ing was loud and it spurred 
on the home town team. 
Fort Erie controlled the 
majority of the play and was 
finally rewarded when 
Adamo banged home a 


rebound to put the Meteors 
up 1-0. It would remain that 
way, until Gill (who scored 
the Meteors very first goal of 
the season), scored the 
Meteors final goal and series 
dagger. Grimsby would 
score with 34 seconds left to 
ruin the shutout, but were 
unable to get past the Fort 
Erie blue line for the remain¬ 
der of the game. Fort Erie 
would take the Ontario 
Minor Hockey Association 
(OMHA) Championship and 
the Dominic Caluori Trophy, 
four games to two. 


The coaches and parents 
are so proud of our boys and 
girl. The kids came so far 
and learned so much this 
year; not just about hockey, 
but life in general. Watching 
them take a victory lap 
together with the trophy 
hoisted over their heads like 
the Stanley Cup is an image 
that will be etched in our 
minds for the rest of our 
lives, says the coaching 
staff. 

Read the full story at www. 
forterietimes.com for details 
about games four and five. 



The Fort Erie Minor Novice AE team, who recently won the provincial title for its age group. Team members are Richie Young, 
Andrew Cochrane, Johnathon Foster, Kyle Adamo, Tyler Isherwood, Johnny Wills, Will Maloney, Ethan Maloney, Tanner Unyi, 
Christian Swayze, Matthew Miller, Ethan Teasdale, Alex Gill, Molly Devereux, Dylan Isherwood, Tyler Tykolis- Casey and Asher 
Willett. Coaching and management is comprised of Mike Isherwood, Dave Maloney, Rich Young, Chris Miller, Rick Unyi and 
Marlene Isherwood. 


FORT ERIE • NIAG 

\RA FALLS • NIAGARA - ON - THE - LAKE 1 
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@ Conservative 

Hon. Rob Nicholson, M.P. 

Working for you! 

Niagara Falls 
wv 

s 

Electoral District Association 

105-401-4612 



www.evapawson.com 

Independently owned and operated 


Crystal Ridge Community Centre 
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Place it on classifiedextra.ca 


Online: forterietimes.classifiedext 


MAYTAG WASHER, 



Wanted 

3UL 


WANTED! Old/Net 


Old Christmas Oma- 


Garage Sales g 


1033 Seymour Ave. 
Frig, coffee vending 
machine, garage door^ 




Apartments A6io 
Unfurnished 

Apartments A6io ) 
Unfurnished 

2 R BEDROOM f upper in 

RIDGEWAY Downtown. 

(S»)65?S€98 + 

S750 d 9(»-650-594l^ i X M j 

APTS AVAILABLE 3 

Houses A650 ■ 

fe^r m e na com e |eT 

3 BEDROOM house 

) ing_ & coin Jaunty Ja* 

mediately/ One 2 bed- 
hglro. S Avail April^st 

close to hospital $850 , 
+ utilities 289-228-4268^ J 

RIDGEWAY: 2 bdrm, 2 t 

ya?d ey $825 US + e ' utilities® ] 
April 1st. 905-894-0935^ 

qulred.(905)351 -6425, 
interview & showing. 

Wanted A7oo ! 

to Rent 1 

FORTpERtE: Avail Imm. 

WANTED BY Retired fe- ] 

' Ira? * n ufi?es > 1st'°an!i 

1 last. (905)651-5574 ^ 

^"6^05-397^4445^ 

' Apartments 

1 Unfurnished 

A610 



General ; 
loyment 


ATTENTION 

READERS 


905- S 991 d -0669 

BOOK NOW 
FOR LAWN CARE 


Sherwin Williams, Fort Erie 

has an immediate opening for 

Temporary Full-Time Line Operat 

for our filling departmenf 



classifiedextra.ca 


Canada’s largest and most trusted 
print and online classifieds network 


Landscaping/ S230 
Snow Removal 


SPRING CLEAN UP 



ATTENTION 

READERS 

classifiedextra.ca 
strongly urges read¬ 
ers to investigate 
potential BUSINESS 
and FRANCHISE 
Opportunities before 
sending money in 
-esponse *- — 


Research saves lives. 
Please give. 




fort Erie Times 

CARRIERS WANTED 


Haven’t Seen A Route Advertised For Your Area? 

Call & leave your name, address & telephone 
number & we will call you if one becomes available. 

If interested call Petrina at 

905-871-3100 ext. 201 


Fort Erie 

Shopping Times 

WE ARE SEEKING A 

FULL-TIME ADVERTISING 
SALES REPRESENTATIVE 

_ TO JOIN OUR TEAM _ 


If you possess the following, we want to hear from 

• Proven track record in sales 

• Goal Oriented 

• Motivated Self Starter 

• Positive team minded attitude 

• Excellent presentation 81 communication skills 

• Possess a reliable vehicle 


I 


Please forward resume, cover letter & references to: 
Myra Robertson 

Advertising Manager 
Fort Erie Shopping Times, 

450 Garrison Rd. Unit 1. Fort Erie, On L2A1N2 

E-mail: mrobertson@forterietimes.com 


6 ^ REAS 


4) Mechanics, Journeyman and 3rd year 
Apprentice 

5) Pressure Track Operators and Swampers 

6) Hydro-Vac Truck Operators and Swampers 

7) Combo/Vacuum Truck Operators and 

8) Vaccum Track Operators and Swampers 


10) Labourers 

11) Class 1 Drivers 

12) Lease Operators - all vacuum tracks 
Competitive wages, benefit package & (amp live-in 

Interested parties MUST submit: 

1. An up to date resume 

2. AND identify position you are applying for 
To HR@Tioercaldum.com . OR by fax to HR a 

780-464 0829 

Only candidates selected for an interview will be contacted 

NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE 


“Research 

advances 
continue 
to grow” 


CANCER HISTORY 
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Darren Flagg 
1105 Benner Rd. 

Fort Erie 
(905) 871-0444 




When faced with the difficult task 
of selecting a Funeral Home, the 
level of comfort the facility provides 
is important. We are committed to 
providing you with a comfortable 
atmosphere that will allow you 
an opportunity to visit and share 
memories with your family and friends. 
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Novices on home ice next two games 

take home the Ontario Minor the Leisureplex on Mar. 24 
From Page 18 Hockey Association champi- at 4 p.m. Game four will be 

onship for his age group. played on Mar. 25 at 2 p.m. 

Kevin Haley also feels the "We work as a team and The local community is 
way his team plays as a solid learn from each other," said encouraged to come out and 
unit is what has brought Haley. support the 

them to this point, hoping to Game three will be held at home team. 

Close finish for Meteors 


This past weekend, March 3 - 4, a number of local skaters competed at the 2012 Futures 
East Invitational skating competition, held at Talbot Gardens Arena, in Simcoe. Pictured is 
ten-year-old Ashley Backshall, of the Crystal Ridge Skating Club, who won a bronze 
medal, placing third in the free skate category. 


liQUlBQHcMB 

EEnamaaDE ° aarD-tmnni 


Bringing home bronze 


House League Champs 


The Greater Fort Erie Minor Hockey house league peewee Canadiens captured the title of 
league champions at the end of February. The team is now off to Woodstock in April to 
represent Fort Erie in the All-Ontario Alliance Championships. The team is made up of 
Daniel Tache, Matt Bolton, Ethan Van Natter, Greg Gebhardt, Willie Hughs, Matthieu 
Vanderklei, Evan Burrison, Matt Climenhage, Carter Seguin, Cole Ramsey, Andrew 
Holman, Spencer Mackenzie and Ethan Burrison. The team is coached by Chris Ramsey, 
Paul Seguin and Kevin Kormos. 


From Page 17 


Just over 11 minutes into the second 
period, the Meteors tied the game 1-1 
with a power-play goal when Jesse 
Parker skated over the blue line and 
ripped a 30-foot wrist shot into the top 
right corner of the net. 

The Meteors took a 2-1 lead five 
minutes later on the power play when 
Brock Malatches deposited the puck 
into the back of the net through a 
crowd of players. The Canucks 
answered right back just 26 seconds 
later when Sloan Stewart roofed a 
rebound from a Berkel shot. 

“(Drew) Burkel’s line came out and 
took the momentum away from (Fort 
Erie) and that was a huge part of the 
game,” said Niagara Falls head coach 
Terry Masterson. “I think we played a 
lot better in the last half of the game. 
We took penalties in the second peri¬ 
od, but hopefully we learned some¬ 
thing. It is only the first round and you 
learn something every round.” 

In the third period, the Meteors took 


their turn in the sin bin and the 
Canucks capitalized with a power-play 
goal by Ryan Wiley to regain a one- 
goal lead three minutes into final 

For the remainder of the period, the 
Meteors pressed hard for the tying- 
goal and threw everything except the 
kitchen sink at the Canucks, but the 
home team could not get the puck past 

Overall, the Canucks outscored the 
Meteors 23-7 in the first round, but 
coach Masterson knows that all of the 
games were closer than the final scores 
might have indicated. 

“The whole series was close and it 
was tough,” he said. “Cody really played 
well for us and shut the door until we 
got going. Our whole team worked 
hard and we knew Fort Erie would 
push us. We didn’t want to play Buffalo 
or Stoney Creek because we needed to 
be pushed, and they did a good job of 
that. We had to work all four games.” 

The Times will have a story in next 
week's issue, on the Meteors' season 
and what the club looks forward to 
next year. 



Lowest Prices for 2013 


Call for the lowest price on 
your favorite program 
(716) 592-4963 ext. 2222 
Visit www.kbski.com 


Adult Season Pass 
Young Adult Season Pass 
Junior Season Pass 
Senior Season Pass 
Adult 10 Pack 
Junior 10 Pack 
Senior 10 Pack 
KB Cruisers 
8 Sessions 

KB Mountain Cruisers 
8 Sessions 


$299.00 

$275.00 

$199.00 

$199.00 

$199.00 

$129.00 

$129.00 

$270.00 

$310.00 
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